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BURNS & McDONNELL NAMES CHRIS SPANN NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF AVIATION 

New Leadership Seeks to Leverage Industry’s Unique Potential 
 
KANSAS CITY, Missouri — Burns & McDonnell has named Chris Spann as the new National Director of 
Aviation. In this role, Spann will lead and provide strategic vision for the company’s Aviation Group. 
 
Spann steps into this position with over 35 years in the aviation industry. He is deeply experienced in the 
consulting world, having served in a multitude of roles from design engineer to national practice lead. 
His expansive list of projects range in size from general aviation paving projects to billion-dollar terminal 
redevelopment programs at major U.S. airports.  
 
Spann first worked at Burns & McDonnell from 1989-1996, returning to the team in 2017. During his 
time away, he served as regional aviation practice director, national aviation practice director and 
national aviation design director for multiple other large aviation consulting firms.  
 
“We are excited to have Chris lead our aviation team,” says Joel DeBoer, senior vice president and 
leader of the Aviation & Federal Group at Burns & McDonnell. “He brings a wealth of experience 
working on major airline and airport projects from his over 35-year career. I know his leadership will 
take us to new heights.” 
 
Spann’s most recent experience includes serving as program manager for the $1.05 billion greenfield 
terminal at Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport. The 1 million-square-foot, 35-gate 
terminal opened in fall of 2019 and will be complete in 2021. He also served as the lead airside designer 
for the $4 billion Terminal B redevelopment initiative at LaGuardia Airport and was involved in three 
greenfield airports projects in St. George, Utah; Panama City, Florida; and Warsaw, Missouri. 
 
“As we navigate the current pandemic and look toward the future of the aviation industry, I see great 
potential,” Spann says. “We know our clients need good consultants now more than ever. In these trying 
times, good consultants can continue guiding clients to success. I’m excited to lead the aviation practice 
at Burns & McDonnell into a future that taps into this great potential and exceed our clients’ needs.” 
 

### 
 
About Burns & McDonnell 
Burns & McDonnell is a family of companies bringing together an unmatched team of 7,600 engineers, 
construction professionals, architects, planners, technologists and scientists to design and build our 
critical infrastructure. With an integrated construction and design mindset, we offer full-service 
capabilities with more than 55 offices, globally. Founded in 1898, Burns & McDonnell is a 100% 
employee-owned company and proud to be on Fortune’s 2020 list of 100 Best Companies to Work For. 
Learn how we are on call through it all. 

mailto:akpachta@burnsmcd.com
https://hubs.ly/H0wR_pZ0
https://hubs.ly/H0wR-RC0
https://www.linkedin.com/in/joel-deboer/
https://hubs.ly/H0wR_yT0

