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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Two Burns & McDonnell Projects Win DBIA Awards of Merit 

Florida and Kansas Projects Recognized for Innovative Use of Design-Build Techniques 
 

KANSAS CITY, Missouri — Burns & McDonnell has been recognized with two Awards of Merit by the 

Design-Build Institute of America (DBIA)-Mid-America Region.  

A new lignin manufacturing facility for Lignotech Florida was recognized for its innovative use of 

progressive design-build project techniques in a project completed in Fernandina Beach, Florida. Burns 

& McDonnell served as design-build/engineer-procure-construct (EPC) contractor for Lignotech Florida’s 

new lignosulfanates plant. The project was completed on schedule and under budget. The new plant 

produces environmentally friendly alternatives to oil-based products used in construction, agriculture 

and other industrial applications. The plant has created new high-wage manufacturing jobs and is 

expected to annually contribute tens of millions of dollars to the Northeast Florida economy. 

“We are very pleased with the performance of Burns & McDonnell during the last three years that we 

have worked with them both during the design phase, and also during the execution of the project,” 

says Anders Sjöde, Project Manager for Lignotech Florida. “The project overall has displayed high quality 

of engineering and execution throughout all phases.” 

DBIA also recognized another complex project to rehabilitate the most critical component of the water 

infrastructure serving the City of Topeka, Kansas. The Layne High Service Pump Station serves as the 

linchpin in delivering clean and reliable water to one of Kansas’ largest cities. The award highlighted a 

joint venture between Burns & McDonnell and CAS Constructors in teaming on an innovative solution to 

stage the reconstruction of the Layne High Service Pump Station in multiple phases, ensuring that it 

would remain in service to serve Topeka water customers for the duration of the project. The pump 

station serves as the key element of the city’s water distribution system, maintaining pressure and 

reliable service. 

“The Layne High Service Pump Station Rehabilitation project is a good example of how design-build 

project delivery should work,” says Paul Bodner, Water Facilities Engineer for the City of Topeka. “We 

specified that the project be carefully staged in order to work around the requirement that the City 

experience no risk in its ability to meet higher water demand during the summer peak season. The 

project was executed flawlessly by the joint venture team, working very closely with City staff to modify 

schedules and maintain flexibility to ensure no disruptions in service for the duration of the project.” 
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Burns & McDonnell is a family of companies made up of more than 6,000 engineers, architects, construction 
professionals, scientists, consultants and entrepreneurs with offices across the country and throughout the 
world. We strive to create amazing success for our clients and amazing careers for our employee-owners. Burns & 
McDonnell is 100 percent employee-owned and is proud to be on Fortune’s 2018 list of 100 Best Companies to 
Work For. For more information, visit burnsmcd.com. 
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